Team PETRONAS De Rooy IVECO ready to compete for victory in the Dakar 2019 rally raid
Team PETRONAS De Rooy IVECO and their four IVECO Powerstar trucks are at the Start Podium
ceremony of the 41st edition of the Dakar Rally, ready to take on the most extreme terrains and sandy
tracks of the race, which for the first time will be entirely run in one country, Perú.
Team PETRONAS De Rooy IVECO takes on this year’s competition with its strongest line-up ever,
with team leaders Gerard De Rooy, two-time winner of the Dakar Rally and winner of the Africa Eco
Race 2018, and Federico Villagra, who is competing with the team for the first time; Ton van
Genugten, winner of four stages and the most successful driver of the Dakar 2018; and experienced
driver Maurik van den Heuvel, also new to the team, who finished last year’s race in the Top 10.

Lima, 7th January 2019
The 41st edition of the world’s most extreme rally race, the Dakar, will set off from Lima for the first of
10 tough stages that will cover 5,000 km, all on Peruvian soil, following a new loop with start and
finish in the country’s capital, Lima. The race will present a particularly tough challenge for the drivers
with around 70% of the route being on sandy soil. The 2018 edition of the Dakar, which had the first
five stages in this country, highlighted the extreme difficulty of the Peruvian deserts which put the
participants’ navigation and driving skills to the test with its big sandy dunes.
Following his victory at the Africa Eco Race 2018, Gerard De Rooy returns to the Dakar rally raid and
is joined for the first time by Federico Villagra to lead the strongest PETRONAS De Rooy IVECO
team ever in their quest for the title.
For the ninth consecutive year, IVECO be the official supplier of Team PETRONAS De Rooy
IVECO and provide them with vehicles, engines and spare parts. The team will compete on four
IVECO Powerstars featuring IVECO Cursor 13 engines with up to 1000 hp of power specially
engineered by FPT Industrial – CNH Industrial’s powertrain brand.

The PETRONAS De Rooy IVECO team
Gerard De Rooy, Dakar winner in 2012 and 2016, will aim for a repeat victory behind the wheel of the
fixed-axle IVECO Powerstar Evo 3 that took him to victory in the Africa Eco Race 2018 with co-driver
Moi Torrallardona and mechanic Darek Rodewald.
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Federico Villagra, who fought for victory until the very last stages at the Dakar 2018, will aim for the
podium behind the wheel of the second lead IVECO Powerstar Evo 3 with co-pilot Ricardo Torlaschi
and mechanic Adrián Yacopini.
Ton van Genugten, winner of four stages and the most successful driver of the Dakar 2018, will be
behind the wheel of the third Powerstar Evo 2 with co-driver Bernard Der Kinderen and mechanic
Peter Willemsen.
Maurik van den Heuvel, a newcomer to Team PETRONAS De Rooy IVECO who has consistently
finished in the Top 10 in previous races including last year’s Dakar edition, will drive the fourth
Powerstar Evo 2 as fast assistance in the race with navigator Peter Kuijpers and mechanic Martijn
van Rooij.

#503 Petronas Team De Rooy IVECO:
Gerard de Rooy (NED), Darek Rodewald (POL), Moi Torrallardona (SPA)
#505 Petronas Team De Rooy IVECO:
Federico Villagra (ARG), Adrián Yacopini (ARG), Ricardo Torlaschi (ARG)
#509 Petronas Team De Rooy IVECO:
Ton van Genugten (NED), Bernard der Kinderen (NED), Peter Willemsen (BEL)
#513 Petronas Team De Rooy IVECO:
Maurik Van Den Heuvel (NED), Martin Van Rooij (NED), Peter Kuijpers (NED)
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IVECO
IVECO is a brand of CNH Industrial N.V., a World leader in Capital Goods listed on the New York
Stock Exchange (NYSE: CNHI) and on the Mercato Telematico Azionario of the Borsa Italiana (MI:
CNHI). IVECO designs, manufactures and markets a wide range of light, medium and heavy
commercial vehicles, off-road trucks, and vehicles for applications such as off-road missions.
The brand’s wide range of products include the Daily, a vehicle that covers the 3.3 – 7.2 ton vehicle
weight segment, the Eurocargo from 6 – 19 tons, the Trakker (dedicated to off-road missions) and
the Stralis, both over 16 tons. In addition, the IVECO Astra brand builds off-road trucks, rigid and
articulated dumpers as well as special vehicles.

IVECO employs close to 21,000 individuals globally. It manages production sites in 7 countries
throughout Europe, Asia, Africa, Oceania and Latin America where it produces vehicles featuring the
latest advanced technologies. 4,200 sales and service outlets in over 160 countries guarantee
technical support wherever an IVECO vehicle is at work.

For further information about IVECO: www.iveco.com
For further information about CNH Industrial: www.cnhindustrial.com

For further information, please contact:
IVECO Press Office – EMEA Region
pressoffice@iveco.com
www.ivecopress.com
Tel. +39 011 00 72965

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/IVECO/
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/user/ivecoitaly
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/iveco/
Twitter: https://twitter.com/Iveco
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